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NEWCASTLE

The Farrell Centre — a new centre for architecture and cities, based in Newcastle,
UK — will open to the public on Saturday 22 April 2023.

Instigated by renowned architect-planner Sir Terry Farrell, and forming part of Newcastle
University’s School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape, the Farrell Centre is located
in a four-storey Victorian building in central Newcastle which has been transformed in a
£4.6 million building project; its mission is to widen the debate around the crucial roles that
architecture and planning play in the contemporary world in ways that are engaging,
innovative and challenging.

The Farrell Centre will be admission free and combines a public gallery, research hub,
and community space, offering a variety of experiences for visitors of all ages. The
centre’s programme will be wide-ranging and inclusive: temporary exhibitions, public talks
and debates, workshops and activities for schools, young people, community groups,
events for built environment professionals, as well as publications, podcasts and other
digital projects.

The centre was inspired by Sir Terry Farrell’s recommendation in the Farrell Review, a
report commissioned by the UK government into the country’s built environment published
in 2014, that every city should have an ‘urban room’ where local people can go to learn
about the past, present and future of where they live. The centre’s mission will extend
further, exploring local, national and global issues at this critical time when we face the
seismic challenges of the climate emergency, and urgent need to make our cities more
democratic, sustainable and inclusive.

The building project has been designed by local architects Space Architects and Elliott
Architects in close collaboration with Farrell Centre director, Owen Hopkins. Reflecting
Newcastle University’s stated mission to reach net-zero CO2 emissions by 2030, the
building project aims to be an exemplar of how historic buildings can be sensitively
transformed while dramatically improving their energy performance.
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The Farrell Centre

Visitors to the Farrell Centre arrive via Eldon Place into a large atrium which features a
sunken ‘bleachers’ style seating area, offering a public forum for scheduled and
impromptu talks, presentations, and performances. A new feature staircase and lift have
been inserted into the building’s historic fabric, drawing visitors up to the floors above. A
new ground-floor route has also been created to the adjacent independently run café,
which opens in February 2023.

The main gallery space on the first floor encompasses four light-filled rooms (150 sq
metres) that will host a programme of temporary exhibitions, exploring a range of themes
shaping the future of architecture and planning locally, regionally and internationally. The
inaugural exhibition, More with Less: Reimagining Architecture for a Changing World,
offers a new vision for architecture in the face of climate emergency, showcasing
innovative installations by four UK-based architects (see separate press release).

Situated on the second floor of the Farrell Centre, the Urban Rooms comprise three
multiuse spaces where local people can engage with the past, present and future of
where they live. Exhibits and installations, designed by architecture and ideas studio CAN,
explore aspects of Tyneside’s built environment, and provide a spur and backdrop to the
Urban Room’s programmes of public talks, seminars, meetings and roundtables, as well
workshop for schools, families and young people. Alongside the centre’s own
programmes, the spaces are available for use by local community groups.

The top floor houses offices for the centre’s staff and for Insights North East — a new
Newcastle University project team that are developing new ways to connect research and
knowledge with regional policymakers in order to better address the needs of local
communities. In addition, there is a studio for the centre’s new residency programme for
creative practitioners working in relation to the built environment, reflecting the centre’s
commitment to offering a platform to support the next generation of city-makers.

Owen Hopkins, Director of the Farrell Centre, Newcastle University, said:

“In a world defined by profound environmental, social and technological rupture and
transformation, the potential of architecture and planning to create a more inclusive,
democratic and sustainable world has never been more important. Rooted in Newcastle,
but with a frame of reference that’s global in scope, the Farrell Centre offers a vital new
platform for debating the future of architecture and planning, ensuring that everyone has a
voice in this critical conversation.”

For more information/images/interviews, please contact:

Kate Burvill, KBPR, E: kateburvill@googlemail.com, M: 07947 754717
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Notes to Editors:

Visitor Information:

Farrell Centre

The Sir Terry Farrell Building
Eldon Place, Newcastle upon Tyne
NE1 7RD

Free entry

Opening times: Wednesday—-Sunday, 10am-5pm
www.farrellcentre.org.uk

Public Information: hello@farrrellcentre.org.uk

Owen Hopkins is Director of the Farrell Centre, having taken up the role in November
2019. Previously he was Senior Curator of Exhibitions and Architecture at Sir John
Soane’s Museum, London and, before that, Architecture Programme Curator at the Royal
Academy of Arts, London. He is curator of numerous exhibitions which have been
reviewed or featured in a range of international media. He is author of eight books,
including the forthcoming The Brutalists: Brutalism’s Best Architects (Phaidon, 2023), and
has written widely for the architectural press and beyond. He is a regular commentator on
the built environment in the press, radio and TV.

The Farrell Centre: The building

The Farrell Centre is housed in the former Claremont Buildings. Dating from 1896 with
additions in 1905, the building was Designed by W. Hope for Fairless Harrison, a tanner,
and was originally a shop with offices on the floor above. It is listed Grade Il. Subsequent
uses include a doctor’s surgery, the university chaplaincy, a nursery and studios and
teaching spaces. Sir Terry Farrell writes, ‘| know the building well as during my fifth and
final year at the School of Architecture in 1960/61, | designed and worked on my final
thesis there.’

In 2019, the university embarked on a project to renovate the building and transform it into
the Farrell Centre. As part of the centre’s mission to promote design, we were keen to pair
an established architect from the university’s framework with local emerging talent. The
selected firms were Space Architects and Elliott Architects working in collaboration.

The brief asked the architects to balance the sensitive restoration of Grade ll-listed
building with the need to create fitting premises for the Farrell Centre. Sustainability was
at heart of the project, with a number of upgrades to improve energy efficiency while
respecting the historic fabric, such as slimline double glazing in the existing window
frames, secondary glazing sympathetic with existing refurbished glazing and
heating/cooling provided by air source heat pumps.
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Robertson Construction was contracted as main building contractor in late Summer 2021
and project started on-site in Autumn 2021 and completed in November 2022.

Space Architects www.spacearchitects.co.uk

Newcastle-based SPACE Architects is a multi-disciplinary practice designing for ageing,
higher education, optimisation, creative reuse, and decarbonisation. SPACE's philosophy
is to create spaces that positively impact people, places and the planet. With each new
commission, SPACE Architects design with care, consideration and a commitment to
creating places that make a real and lasting difference in people’s lives.

The practice was established in 1957 by Arnold Waring and Len Netts as the Waring and
Netts Partnership and became SPACE Architects in 2007. Over the years, SPACE
projects have received many awards, including, most recently, two awards at this year's
Education Estates for the Henry Daysh Building (Claremont Complex) at Newcastle
University and the 2022 RICS Public Sector Project category in the North East award for
the Stockton Globe project.

Central to SPACE’s approach is a collective focus on upholding ethical standards, building
smarter, more efficient buildings and forming strategic partnerships with fellow industry
players and policymakers to drive the development of a built environment that benefits all.
SPACE maintains the values established by Arnold and Len over 60 years ago while
continuing to invest in the people and communities we are surrounded by.

Elliott Architects www.elliottarchitects.co.uk

Founded by Ben and Lynsey Elliott in 2014, Elliott Architects are an award-winning RIBA
Chartered Practice based in north-east England who have developed a reputation for
design focused architecture and excellent client relationships.

With a wide range of experience in the construction industry across all scales and
typologies, Elliott Architects have a proven record in delivering sustainable architecture of
the highest quality, and have developed a reputation for award-winning contemporary
architecture in sensitive settings, often working in rural and historic contexts.

The practice has been featured in many leading publications including Enki, Elle
Decoration, ArchDaily and Dezeen, and have recently had work published in the book
21st Century Houses: RIBA Award-Winning Homes. Their quality design and attention to
detail has led to multiple awards success including RICS, RTPI and seven RIBA Awards
which include a Conservation Award and three ‘Small Project of the Year Awards’ in 2016,
2018 and 2022.

The Farrell Centre and Sir Terry Farrell
Sir Terry Farrell is one of the UK’s leading architect-planners. During fifty years in practice
he has completed many award-winning buildings and masterplans, including the MI6
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Building, Alban Gate, Embankment Place and The Home Office Headquarters in London
as well as millennium projects, such as The Deep in Hull, and UK masterplans including
those for Greenwich Peninsula and Paddington Basin. Notable projects in East Asia
include Incheon airport in Seoul, Beijing Station and Guangzhou Station in China (the
largest in the world), and the Peak Tower and Kowloon Station development, both in Hong
Kong.

Farrell has longstanding connections to Newcastle. He grew up in the city and studied at
Newecastle University (1956—61). He produced the masterplan for regenerating the
guayside in the early 1990s, and has since undertaken several major projects in the city,
including the Centre for Life (2000), the Newcastle University campus masterplan (2004)
and the extension to the Great North Museum (2009).

In 2018, Farrell generously donated his practice archive to Newcastle University as a
resource for research and public engagement. At the same time, he agreed to give

£1 million towards the creation of the Farrell Centre as an ‘urban room’ focused on
Tyneside which would also contribute to broader national and international debates
around architecture and cities and the future of how we live. Sir Terry Farrell stepped back
from the practice he founded in 1965 — known today as Farrells — in 2019.

Project information

Architect: Space Architects and Elliott Architects
Structural, services, fire and lift engineer: Cundall
BIM: Identity Consult and BIM Technologies
Landscape design: Southern Green

Project manager: Currie & Brown

Stonework repair: Classic Masonry

Timber window restoration: T Manners & Sons
Main contractor: Robertson Construction

Funding

The £4.6m building project has been part funded by a £1 million donation from The Terry
Farrell Foundation. Additional major support has been received from the Florence Kirkby
Estate Bequest and Isherwood Endowment, with further support from The Bernard Sunley
Charitable Foundation, Arup and Savannah Charitable Trust. Operational costs are
supported by Newcastle University.

Governance

The Farrell Centre is part of Newcastle University. It is a University project supported by
the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences and by the School of Architecture,
Planning and Landscape. It is run by a dedicated team, led by director Owen Hopkins,
and supported by colleagues across the School, Faculty and University. An Advisory



Board comprising internal and external members provides curatorial and strategic
guidance.

About Newcastle University

Newecastle University, UK, is a thriving international community of more than 28,000
students from over 130 countries worldwide. As a member of the Russell Group of
research-intensive universities in the UK, Newcastle has a world-class reputation for
research excellence in the fields of medicine, science and engineering, social sciences
and the humanities. Its academics are sharply focused on responding to the major
challenges facing society today. Research and teaching are world-leading in areas as
diverse as health, culture, technology and the environment.

Newcastle is committed to providing students with excellent, research-led teaching
delivered by dedicated and passionate teachers. Newcastle University is ranked 122nd in
the QS World Ranking 2023 and joint 139th in the Times Higher Education World
University Ranking 2022. Newcastle University is ranked first in the UK and eighth in the
world for sustainable development in the Times Higher Education Impact Rankings 2022.

About the School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape, Newcastle University
The School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape is one of the UK’s leading schools
and is rated among the Top 50 in the world by the QS World Rankings for Architecture &
Built Environment. Its academic staff are world-leading researchers and teachers,
pursuing methods ranging across the social sciences, humanities, engineering, creative
practice, and biotechnology. The school’s teaching is research-led, equipping students
with the latest insights. Graduates include such figures as Alison and Peter Smithson, Sir
Terry Farrell, Jo Noero in South Africa and the Matrix feminist architects’ collective. The
architecture department celebrated its centenary in 2022 with planning celebrating its 75™
anniversary in 2021.

The Farrell Centre: Location

Located in Newcastle, the Farrell Centre draws on the rich tapestry of urban change that
defines the city, the town of Gateshead on the south side of the River Tyne and the
broader Tyneside conurbation. The Farrell Centre builds on the past in re-imagining the
city’s future.

Notable Tyneside architectural and urban landmarks include:

e The neoclassical Grainger Town area, erected in the 1830s, which includes Grey
Street, described by the great architectural historian, Nikolaus Pevsner as ‘one of
the finest streets in England’.

e The dramatic engineering of the Tyne Bridges, notably Robert Stephenson’s
pioneering High Level Bridge (1847), the Tyne Bridge designed (1928) by Mott,
Hay and Anderson and the Gateshead Millennium Bridge (2001) by Wilkinson
Eyre.



e The controversial post-war programmes of urban regeneration when Newcastle
aspired to be ‘Brasilia of the north’.

e Ralph Erskine’s ground-breaking Byker Estate, completed in 1982, which has
become a model of community collaboration.

e Terry Farrell’s 1990s regeneration of the Newcastle quayside, which transformed a
derelict part of the city into a vibrant urban space.

e The early-2000s iconic architecture of Gateshead quayside: BALTIC Centre for
Contemporary Art (2002) and the Sage Gateshead (2004) by Foster + Partners.

The Farrell Centre: Urban Rooms programme

The Urban Rooms will be the setting for the centre’s live programmes which take place
against a backdrop of exhibits and installations, designed by architecture and ideas studio
CAN, exploring aspects of Tyneside’s architectural and urban past and present. A lively
programme of public talks, seminars, meetings and roundtables will tackle local issues
and concerns from the perspective of Tyneside residents. Activities and workshops for
schools, families and young people will encourage spatial awareness, creative thinking,
material exploration and collaborative working to give a sense of working in the fields of
architecture and planning. In addition to the centre’s own programmes, the Urban Rooms
will be available for use by local community groups.

Complementing this focus on the local will be regular series of lectures and talks,
organised in collaboration with the School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape, which
explore ideas, themes and situations with global meaning and relevance. These series will
combine online and in-person events and build on the success of the Towards Another
Architecture series held in 2021-22.

Further details and booking information will be available by Monday 23 January 2023 at
www.farrellcentre.org.uk/explore

Multiplan — online and in-person lecture series

Commencing in spring 2023, Multiplan is a lecture series bringing together a range of
practitioners and thinkers to explore how their ideas and practices expand the definition,
remit and role of planning, enabling forms of city-making that are open, inclusive and
transformative. Speaker names will be announced later this year.

City Forum

The City Forum is a regular platform for local people to come together and air their views
and perspectives about issues and ideas shaping their experience of the city: from the
climate crisis to traffic issues and refuse collection. Facilitated by the Farrell Centre team,
the City Forum will be led and directed by its participants.

Little Builders
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Little Builders is the Farrell Centre’s programme for pre-school children, toddlers, infants
and their parents. Taking place during the first and third weeks of the month, before
expanding to a weekly programme, activities will include story time, den building and arts
and crafts — all facilitated by expert museum educators.

Teaat 3

Tea will be served in the Urban Rooms every Friday at 3pm. Open to anyone who wants
to come along, Tea at 3 will create an informal space for local people to come together
and reflect on how the city does or doesn’t work for them and how it might be improved —
or simply enjoy a cup of tea.

Spotlights

Regular 10-minute spotlight talks delivered by the Farrell Centre team, as well as
specially-trained university students, will offer accessible and informal insights into
aspects of temporary exhibitions as well as issues and ideas emanating from the Urban
Rooms.

Lates

From Spring 2023, the Farrell Centre will be running a quarterly programme of Friday
night ‘Lates’ which will encompass a number of live activities across the centre shaped
around topical themes. The programme will include regular partnerships with our
neighbouring cultural spaces — the Great North Museum and the Hatton Gallery — as well
as city-wide initiatives such as the Lates Shows, for which a range of cultural venues open
their doors as part of a night of cultural celebration across Newcastle and Gateshead.

Schools

Tuesday is schools day, when the centre is closed to the public and school groups have
the run of the whole building. From 23 January 2022, schools will be able to book visits to
the centre, with guided tours, introductory talks and learning activities, delivered by
museum educators.

Alongside the regular schools programme, we are partnering with colleagues across the
university on special projects. These include a project with the Special Collections and
Archives team involving local secondary schools. Focused on the Farrell Archive, the
project encompasses research visits, workshops, a design challenge and culminates with
a pop-up exhibition in the Urban Rooms. We are also partnering with colleagues in the
School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape on a specially devised module for
Masters students to develop a research/engagement toolkit based on the specific needs
of primary schools.

CAN www.can-site.co.uk (designers of the Urban Rooms installation)

CAN is an Architecture and Ideas studio that has built a reputation for creating striking and
idiosyncratic projects, underwritten by cultural and historical research. They design
projects that subvert and amplify their social and cultural contexts, using unexpected
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materials and forms. CAN was included in the Observer's Top 5 architecture of 2020 and
were recognised with the RIBA Rising Star award 2021.

Paola Gazzola, Head of School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape, Newcastle
University, said:

“Working closely with Newcastle University’s School of Architecture, Planning and
Landscape, the Farrell Centre will bring together architects, planners, designers,
communities and our very own students, to exhibit, talk and debate cities. The Farrell
Centre will play a crucial role in creating opportunities to engage communities in
reimagining and redesigning their cities towards more smatrt, resilient, inclusive, and
sustainable futures.”



Project timeline

1956-1961
1960s

Early 1990s
2001

2004

2009

2014

2018
November 2019
2019

Autumn 2021
January 2022
22 April 2023

Terry Farrell studied at Newcastle University
Claremont Buildings bought by Newcastle University
Farrell masterplan for regeneration of the Newcastle quayside

Terry Farrell receives a knighthood in the Queen’s Birthday Honours
list

Farrell masterplan for Newcastle University campus
Farrell refurbishment and extension of the Great North Museum

First conversations between Sir Terry Farrell and Newcastle
University about the donation of his archive from which emerged a
broader conversation about the opportunities to use the archive to
influence the design culture of the city and to widen participation in
architecture and planning

Sir Terry Farrell’s donates his archive of half a century of practice to
Newcastle University and agrees to donate £1million to establish the
Farrell Centre

Owen Hopkins takes up position as Farrell Centre director
Newcastle University declares a climate emergency
Farrell Centre building project starts on site

Building project completed

Farrell Centre opens



